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“Keeping you out of 
the dark, and lighting 
your way.”
WWW.SPELMAN.EDU/SPOTLIGHT
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On the verge of war with Hussein
•The tensions between the United States and Iraq increase, raising 







After more than a decade, the 
conflict between the United States 
and Iraq still remain unresolved. 
If anything, the battle continues to 
escalate, with the chance of a war 
more imminent than ever before.
President Bush recently charged 
the United Nations to "show some 
backbone" against Iraqi president 
Saddam Hussein, who is suspected 
of harboring dangerous chemical 
weapons.
The White House’s official state­
ment, released on Sept. 12, states 
"for more than a decade, Saddam 
Hussein. has deceived and defied
The Rebirth of the Living & Learning
Jasmine Guy 
Staff Reporter
Change is happening on 
Spelman’s campus— from SGA 
being just a governing body; to 
Ms. Spelman and Court being a 
separate entity from SGA; to the 
advent of PULSE.
Campus life at Spelman was 
pretty dead up until now. 
Spelman’s administration has now 
taken action about campus life.
Founded on Spelman’s campus 
in 1986 and faded out in 1996, the 
Living and Learning Program is 
back and is moving Spelman into 
a new direction.
the will and resolutions of the 
United Nations Security Council."
On Tuesday, Sept. 17, Hussein 
released a letter to the United 
Nations claiming that he would 
allow the release of the weapons, 
but government officials remain 
skeptical.
Iraqi Foreign Minister Naji Sabri 
is scheduled to address the U.N. 
General Assembly on Thursday, 
and it seems that the country could 
be headed for war as the world 
waits to see what course of action 
Iraq will take.
President Bush has no plans for 
the United States to patiently 
await Hussein’s
response, however.
The Living and Learning 
Program consists of programs that 
complement the college experi­
ence.
The Living and Learning 
Program will foster a collaborative 
atmosphere for faculty, staff, cor- 
porate/community sponsors, and 
students to construct new under­
standings and innovative strate­
gies for integrating the in-and-out- 
of-the-classroom experience.
Each of the eight participating 
dorms on campus (LLCI, Mac 
Vicar, Bessie Strong, Howard- 
Harreld, LLCII, McAlpin, 
Morehouse-James, ancf Laura 
Spelman) will have a particular
During a meeting with Italian 
Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi, 
who has served as a strong ally in 
the United States’ war against ter­
rorism, the president was quoted 
as saying "Enough is 
enough...Make no mistake about 
it, if we have to deal with the prob­
lem we’ll deal with it."
CNN.com reports that the United 
States could take action within the 
next few weeks if Iraq does not 
honor the resolutions made.
On Thursday, Sept. 19, the 
President asked Congress to 
approve the use of force while 
diplomatic efforts to resolve the 
weapons issue are still ongoing. 
continued on page 3
focus of interest.
Some of the highlighted pro­
grams include community serv- 
ice/civic engagement, exploring 
the Arts, and the Spelman legacy.
The program will also, hope­
fully, provide more funding from 
the Mellon Foundation for exist­
ing campus programs such as the 
Women of Excellence Leadership 
series and SWEPT.
The program will also incorpo­
rate culturally awakening journeys 
such as the SCLC Women’s Civil 
Rights Tour to Selma, Alabama in 
March 2003.
The Living and Learning 
Program will also sponsor a con-
Four weeks into the year and the 
Lower Manley food center 
remains closed. There appears to 
be little or no work being done 
and students are wondering what’s 
going on?
What are they building? When 
will it be done? And how will it 
benefit us?
These are questions that have 
been running through the minds of 
many Spelman students, especial­
ly commuter students.
Piper Freeman, Food Service 
Director for the college, spoke 
about the plans for Lower 
Manley..
According to Freeman, Lower 
Manley is in the process of recon­
struction. Most of the process is 
currently on paper, but soon the 
AUC will witness the manifesta­
tion of our new and improved 
hang out.
The idea is to have a place 
where all students from the AUC 
can come and get something to 
eat, converse, watch television, 
and meet new people.
Photo I Claire Stewart ‘06
With little to no apparent construction , students are
wondering when Lower Manley will reopen.
vocation, on Oct. 3, 2002 in 
Sisters Chapel, entitled, 
"Undaunted by the Fight- A Panel 
Discussion on Spelman Women in 
the Civil Rights Movement.”Later 
that evening,, the panel will have 
dialog with students in their resi­
dence halls.
It will consist of a contemporary 
coffee shop, a Pizza shop, 
Freshen’s Yogurt, Java City, 
Grill works, a Bakery, and a 
Grab&Go with sandwiches, fruit, 
etc., providing a plethora of food 
options.
The center will be open late 
and students from all AUC cam­
puses are welcome. This will 
allow students to interact without 
the constraints of visitation.
According to Freeman, it will 
be open late so on-campus stu­
dents don’t have to wait hours for 
delivery food, and off-campus stu­
dents won’t have to travel too far 
to find lunch.
Freeman thinks that upon the 
reopening Lower Manley there 
will be job opportunities for stu­
dents.
"We love to hire students; they 
are dependable, and always 
respectful and caring towards their 
peers,” Freeman says.
Students of Spelman, and the 
AUC as a whole, can look forward 
to a new and improved Lower 
Manley opening in January 2003.
Spelman plans to take this pro­
gram to another level by introduc­
ing cross- institutional programs 
with Mount Holyoke and 
Morehouse College.
Students will have dialogues 
about race, gender, and class. This
continued on page 3
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Tom ika DePriest 
Advisor
The Spelman Spotlight is a biweek­
ly publication. We welcome all submis­
sions. Submissions are edited for space 
and to correct errors in grammar and 
punctuation.
Opinions in the Perspectives section 
of The Spelman Spotlight are soley the 
views of the author, not the opiniong of 
The Spelman Spotlight. They do no nec­
essarily reflect the opinions of Spelman 
College, its administration, or The 
Spelman Spotlight advisor.
Letters and opinions must be typed, 
signed, and include full address and 
telephone number.
Please mail all correspondence to:
The Spelman Spotlight
350 Spelman Lane SW-Box 1234
Atlanta, Georgia 30314 




Do you remember the way you 
felt the first time you were allowed 
to help out with Thanksgiving 
Dinner? Remember how the 
excitement welled up inside as 
you cracked open that can of bis­
cuits, heard the "Pop” and 
watched the dough ooze out?
Just as the dough oozed out of 
the can of biscuits, so does the 
flesh from underneath the shirts 
and skirts of female AUC students.
On a recent walk back from 
Woodruf Library, I was in deep 
conversation with a colleague, but 
my attention was continually 
diverted.
I could not help but notice the 
large amounts of skin being
-------------------------------------—
• AIDS Walk 
Atlanta will take 
place Sunday 
Oct. 20 at 
Piedmont Park.
If you would like 
to participate or 
for further infor­
mation, please 
call (404) 876- 








I-mCTOI: THE EEPDITH OE
SPELMAN COLLEGE HOMECOMiNG 2002
X FACTOR: THE SOUNDTRACK
THURSDAY. OCTOBER 3.2002
CONCERT AT TERBANACLE FEA­
TURING RECORDING ARTISTS 
JAGUAR WRIGHT AND MUSIQ 
152 LUCKIEST
ATLANTA. GA
8:00P.M. (DOORS OPEN AT SEVEN)
’FREE FOR SPELMAN STUDENTS 
WITH ID
GENERAL ADMISSION $10 
TRANSPORTATION WILL BE 
PROVIDED.
exposed by many females walking 
down the strip.
Now I know that many of you 
are asking what’s the problem? 
Here it is: there has been a change 
in the lives of our more well- 
endowed female AUC population. 
The "thick" girls have declared 
their beauty and want the world to 
know it!
I am all for self-expression and 
bold sassiness, but I do have a 
problem when it starts to offend 
everyone else.
For some reason ,the slim pop­
ulation of AUC females have 
decided to cover up while the 
more healthy population has 
decided to bear it all.
All Black women are beautiful, 
but in expressing that beauty one
News in
=—.....................—-----------------------
Morris K. Udall 
Scholarship.
The scholarship is 
open to sopho­
mores and juniors 
studying fields 
involving the envi­




care or tribal pub­
lic policy. Students 
must have a 3.0 





FRIDAY. OCTOBER 4. 2002
MS. SPELMAN CORONATION 
AT SISTERS CHAPEL 
7:00PM
CORONATION CABARET 
FULTON COUNTY ATRIUM 
10:00PM ' 1:00AM
’FREE (INVITATIONS AVAILABLE 
ON CAMPUS ONLY) 
TRANSPORTATION WILL BE 
PROVIDED
must use discretion.
Everything that looks good on 
the mannequin does not look good 
on you! There are stores with 
modem fashions for every shape 
and figure; and believe it or not 
what fits actually does look better!
Now in order to achieve the 
total package of fashion and 
sophistication, a lady must dress
from the inside out.
As young, female intellectu­
als, I suggest investing in better 
bras with maximum support. For 
those ladies that are more blessed 
than others, this is crucial to your 
appearance.
Also, this is 2002 and thongs 
are in. Thongs are not just for the 
petite woman, they are made in all 
sizes so that all women can be free
















expected to attend 
to receive informa-
XHILIRATING XPLOSION
SATURDAY. OCTOBER 5. 2002
FASHION SHOW
ALMA UPSHAW DINING HALL 
8:00PM
GENERAL ADMISSION $5 
BLOCK PARTY - 
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING 
THE FASHION SHOW. FEATUR­
ING AN
‘EXPLOSIVE" DISPLAY
of unsightly panty lines, besides 
after one day’s wear you forget 
that the string is even there!
Honest girls, there is nothing 
worse then seeing a well put 
together outfit in which you can 
see all that is underneath too.
Whether or not you take my 
advice is up to you, but I suggest 
you do. It is wonderful that 
young, black females of all sizes 
and personalities are confident 
enough to wear anything that they 
want.
No matter what you wear ladies, 
remember that beauty is all-inclu­
sive. The most attractive you is the 
you that your mind reveals, not 
your body. Don’t forget those 
panty lines!
tion about avail­
able funds. For 
more informa­
tion email floss- 
gatreasurer@aol. 
com
• Sex and 
Spirituality work­
shops sponsored 
by Sister’s Chapel 
will be held 





SUNDAY OCTOBER 6. 2002
WORSHIP SERVICE AT SISTERS 
CHAPEL. FEATURING GUEST 
SPEAKER DR. DEBYII THOMAS 
AND GUEST SOLOIST. LISA 
WINN
GOSPEL CONCERT. FEATURING 
RECORDING ARTIST MICHELLE 











On Sept. 19, 2002 in Spelman 
College’s Atrium, Staceyann Chin 
graced the students of the AUC 
with her brilliant and honest pres­
ence.
She was bom to a wealthy 
Chinese businessman, and a poor 
Black woman in Jamaica, who 
she didn’t meet until she was 25 
years old.
Staceyann Chin now resides in 
New York City, and is a featured 
poet on HBOs Def Poetry Jam.
The night was full of surprises 
and, whether they were uncom­
fortable or not, the crowd was 
entertained.
"Some of it is sexual, some inti­
mate, just cross your legs and get 
comfortable," said the Jamaican 
poet.
The 29-year-old poet was thor­
oughly honest from the start of her 
performance. She admits jokingly 
that she always wanted to perform 
at Spelman College, because of 
the history within the institution, 
and the array of beautiful Black 
women.
Chin spoke candidly of being a 
lesbian and, noticing the shock on 
some of the faces in the crowd, she 
said, "Take a moment to regroup 
yourselves, those of you living in 
homophobia." After that she 
asked, "Are my Black men okay?"
Intimate and sexually explicit 
poems were shared throughout the 
evening. Several of the poems
Classifieds
Spring Break 2003 with STS 
Americas #1 Student Tour 
Operator




The Spelman Spotlight is 
seeking persons interested in 
serving on a publicity team. 
If you are interested please 
come by the office, Lower
Manley 104 or call (404) 
525-1734
The Spelman Spotlight is still 
seeking talented writers. 
Please pick up an application 
In our office Lower Manley 
104
Advertise in the classified 
section.
• Low on Funds...Sell 
Something 
•need a babysitter 
•Is Marta a Pain 
Reasonable prices.
For more info, come to the 
Spotlight office.
Photo I Nkechi I Olisemka ‘05
Staceyann Chinn poses with a Spelman Student following Urban Griot, held Sept. 
19, 2002 in the Atrium.
gave the audience a glimpse into 
her life as a Black lesbian woman.
One of her poems discussed the 
issue of "passing" as both straight 
and white.
She admits to enjoying all the 
feminine aspects of being a 
woman that do not typically come 
to mind when thinking of the 
stereotypical lesbian woman.
While wearing pushup bras and 
lipstick are things she loves to 
experiment with, she does not 
want to "pass” for semi-white, or 
straight.
Despite the fact that her sexu­
ality is considered illegal in her 
home country, Chin is comfortable 
with her sexuality and her back­
ground.
Several issues were addressed 
by the poet during her perform­
ance, but one that seemed to be a 
personal favorite of hers was the 
subject of masturbation. There 
were mixed opinions toward her 
openness to discuss masturbation.
"I thought it was excessively 
vulgar, not so much the lesbian-




Danny Glover and the National 
Kidney Foundation of Georgia 
sponsored Kidney Walk 2002.
Kidney Walk 2002 is a non­
competitive one and two mile 
walk focusing on education, pre­
vention of kidney and urinary tract 
diseases and organ donation 
awareness.
The walk was held on Saturday, 
Sept. 28, 2002 from 8am to 11am 
in Hunt Park on Courtland Street 
at Edgewood Avenue in 
Downtown Atlanta.
Registration began at 7:30am, 
and the event was well attended. 
Spirits were high as people walked 
for a good cause. Patients, donors, 
recipients, the business and med­
ical community and the Atlanta 
community as a whole participat­
ed.
Kidney disease is an epidemic 
in Georgia. One in nine American 
adults (more than 20 million peo­
ism, but the emphasis on mastur­
bation. I wish she would have 
given us more insight on her 
multi-cultural background,"says 
Kamilah Halmon.
Not all the members of the 
audience were disappointed.
Merisa Davis (C’06) says, "I 
liked it. It was interesting, eye­
opening, and empowering. I’m 
glad I came, very sexy!"
The Jamaican bom poet is influ­
enced by writers such as Toni 
Morrison and Shakespeare.
Through uncomfortable giggles, 
and genuine laughter, her words 
preached tolerance and over­
flowed into the crowd.
"She spoke the truth. She’s just 
so raw. I really like that about her. 
She makes me want to be more 
real and honest [with] people," 
declared Tamara Howard.
Whether Chin rubbed audience 
members the wrong way or made 
them want to bum their journals 
with admiration, she continues to 
live her life openly with no apolo­
gies.
ple) have kidney disease, and most 
don’t know it. More than 20 mil­
lion others are at increased risk for 
kidney disease.
The risk factors for chronic kid­
ney disease include diabetes, high 
blood pressure, or previous family 
history.
African-Americans, American 
Indians, Hispanics, Asians, and 
Pacific Islanders are at increased 
risk for kidney disease. Over 
80,000 people are awaiting organ 
transplants.
Danny Glover, actor and Anemia 
LifeLine ™ national spokesper­
son,whose father suffered from 
anemia due to kidney disease, sup­
ports the Kidney Walk and was 
among those walking to help the 
foundation.
Support the National Kidney 
Foundation by offering volunteer 
services or making a donation. 
The National Kidney Foundation 
of Georgia can be contacted for 
further information at 770-452- 
1539 or 1-800-633-2339.
Homeland Security bill 
grants President Bush the 
power to declare war.
Danielle Wright 
Health Editor
President Bush wants approval 
of a reorganized homeland securi­
ty bill that will allow him to 
declare war without the approval 
of congress.
"The president’s message is, give 
me a homeland security bill that 
allows us to do what we need to do 
to protect Americans from future 
attacks," White House spokesman 
Scott McClellan said.
The president is head of the 
executive branch, which consists 
of 14 cabinets. The approval by 
Congress of the president’s pro­
posal would make him head of 15.
"Passing such an act could mean 
that retaliation from the 9/11 ter­
rorist attacks will be approaching 
much sooner than expected," says 
member of the U.S Air force 
Carlos Dupaty.
The idea of America going to 
war has the nation in an uproar 
waiting anxiously in suspense.
A Morehouse graduate of 2002 
explains that the economy is so 
bad that finding a job has been vir­
tually impossible.
"It was just a bad time to grad­
uate," he explains. The college 
graduate had intentions of entering 
the "Teach for America" program 
designed to encourage more peo­
ple to teach.
The program was not in high 
demand due to lack of interest in 
teaching. However, because of the 
state of the economy, the program 
has been over flooded with appli­
cations, leaving many hopeful 
applicants jobless.
Upcoming graduates, such as 
Chris Good of Tuskegee 
University, are very concerned 
about their success professionally 
continued from page 1
CNN.com reports that after a 
meeting with Secretary of State 
Colin Powell, Bush told reporters 
"If you want to keep the peace, 
you’ve got to have the authoriza­
tion to use force."
The turmoil that exists at large 
within the country and the world 
will certainly affect Spelman 
women and the surrounding com­
munity.
Many Spelmanites have friends 
and family who are currently serv­
ing in the armed forces.
Millicent Whitaker, a second 
year student at Spelman, says "I 
have many friends who enlisted in 
the army after graduating from 
high school. I hope for their sake 
that this situation doesn’t worsen."
Other students know people 
who are currently in the army 
reserves and may be called to serv­
ice if the Iraqi conflict continues to
continued from page 1 
addition will allow our students to 
collaborate with students from 
other institutions to build new 
relationships.
because of the current state of the 
economy and the idea that it could 
get worse.
Many Americans fear for the 
lives of their loved ones that are 
part of the United States Armed 
Forces.
Keena Dixon, a college student 
at the University of New Orleans, 
sits up every night concerned 
about her boyfriend of eight years. 
"He will be shipping out for
Iraq in November," she says with 
tear filled eyes. "We never expect­
ed America to go to war when he 
enlisted in the army, we just want­
ed to make the best career move 
for him," says Dixon. "In fact he’s 
been trying to get out for the past 
few months because his mom has 
become very ill,” she adds.
Korye Delarge, a student at 
Florida A&M University, worries 
about her boyfriend everyday, 
praying that the day will never 
come that he has to ship out and 
leave for war.
"The crazy thing is when the 
Sept. 11th tragedy first occurred, I 
wanted to see retaliation, but now 
that retaliation is approaching, 
I’ve never been more depressed," 
she says.
Spelman student Antonia 
Hawkins interned this summer in 
Japan for the Army Corps of 
Engineers and established close 
relationships with many people in 
the Armed Forces. Her greatest 
fear is that one of her new and 
dearest friends will soon be in 
great danger if America goes to 
war.
The Sept. 11th tragedy was a 
wake up call for America, for our 
nation has now. experienced being 
the victim. The time has come for 
retaliation, yet many Americans 
wonder if it is going to be worth it. 
escalate.
Sophomore class president 
Chelsey Rodgers, whose father 
served in the army for 12 years, 
says,. "I pray that the country does 
not continue to pursue military 
action against Iraq. My father 
served in the army and every day 
I’m more and more grateful that he 
is now retired. I hate to think of 
someone’s father having to leave 
home and go overseas to fight a 
war that is pointless and funda­
mentally wrong."
Major Tom Evans, speaking on 
behalf of Morehouse and Spelman 
ROTC students, said in the event 
that the country enters into a full- 
fledged war, current ROTC stu­
dents should not worry.
According to Evans, for grad­
uating seniors in the ROTC pro­
gram, a war would mean 
"absolutely nothing, because 
they’re not in the military at this 
point."_____________________
Spelman’s administration has 
also decided to incorporate dis­
cussion about diversity on cam­
pus.
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Spelman College Glee Club sings at Gospel Brunch honoring Black artists and women in radio.
Cianci Cochran 
News Editor
Black Artists honored 
at Gospel Brunch held 
in Fine Arts Museum.
The Spelman College Museum of 
Fine Arts ,over the years, has taken 
on the task of bringing culture to 
the campus.
The first exhibit displayed in the 
museum for the 2002-2003 school 
year was the Walter O. Evans col­
lection of African American Art.
The museum sponsored a gospel 
brunch as the culminating event 
for this collection along with an 
opportunity to honor women 
involved with radio broadcasting 
in the Atlanta area.
Hosted by Television News
Anchor, Tiffany Cochran and 
gospel recording artist,B. Chase 
Wiiliams, the gospel brunch took 
place on Sept. 15 in the Cosby 
academic center.
Tables adorned with flower cen­
terpieces and church fans were 
spread out in the hall in front of 
the museum and on the second 
floor of the building.
Dr. Evans himself attended the 
event along with his family and
many other members of the 
Spelman and Atlanta community. 
After the food was blessed by Rev. 
Lisa Rhodes, Dean of Sisters 
Chapel, the assembly feasted on a 
delicious brunch provided by the 
Spelman cafeteria staff.
Door prizes were raffled off at 
the event, including a weekend 
stay at the Sheraton Atlanta hotel 
and a gift certificate to Brio restau­
rant.
Many of the museum’s guests 
took the opportunity to view the 
exhibit. Dr. Evans’ collection is an 
impressive display of African 
American artist’s work. Pieces by 
Romare Bearden, Elizabeth 
Catlett, Richard Hunt, Robert S. 
Duncan and Aaron Douglas were 
only a few artists featured in the 
collection.
Pictures from Jacob Lawrence’s 
Genesis Creation series added to 
the talented splendor of the exhib­
it. Abstract art, collages, photo­
graphs and landscapes seemed to 
leap from the walls of the muse­
um.
The audience was delighted by a
performance from the Spelman 
College Glee Club, including 
many selections such as Total 
Praise and Can’t Give Up Now. 
The women received a standing 
ovation.
Juandolyn Stokes and the Rush 
Hour Choir took the stage next, 
energizing the crowd with popular 
gospel hits along with performing 
new songs from the choir’s album.
Among the women in radio 
honored were Marsha Meadows,
Rene Miller, Deb Moore, Wendy 
Williams and Condace Pressley.
The afternoon was a blessing 
for all those who attended the 
brunch.
Museum coordinator Kara 
Anderson says, "I think it was 
greatly successful. Those who 
attended enjoyed the Spelman 
Glee Club and the Rush Hour 
Choir. It was another great build­
ing block in the growth of the 
museum."
Those who worked at the brunch
had fun as well.
Mercy Johnson, a sophomore at 
Spelman, says, "I enjoyed volun­
teering at such a successful event. 
As a volunteer, we’re often in the 
background, it was especially 
enjoyable at this event because we 
were able to observe the festivi­
ties."
The Spelman College Museum 
of Fine Art will open its next 
exhibit in October 2002.
□ A NORMAL ROOMMATE
□ NUTRITIOUS DORM FOOD
^vSAll 
About Talent.
O' A RANK THAT LISTENS 
TO ITS CUSTOMERS
American Express’ belief that winning is ail about 
having the best talent comes to life in people like
Stan Washington.
■ Former Director and General Manager,
Los Angeles, having responsibility for charge 
volume growth within the $7 billion 
Los Angeles marketplace
| Former Vice President, National Sales and 
Marketing for the American Express/Mark 
Allan Travel Entertainment Division
we strive to be where the best and the brightest 
choose to build their careers. People like Stan, 
people like you. Plan to join us:
Where: LLCCII Auditorium
When: Tuesday, October 15th
Time: 6:00pm
If you are interested in attending, please 
RSVP to amexunrec@aon-hros.com. If 
you can’t make it, visit the Campus Section 
of our Web site for more information.
■ Former Director of Account Development for 
Global Corporate Services
H Currently Regional Vice President & General 
Manager, Western Region, Global 
Establishment Services
As extraordinary as Stan Washington’s career 
with American Express has been, it’s one of many 
examples that validate our commitment to attracting, 
developing and retaining the best talent. A growth- 
focused leader in the financial services industry, our 
competitive advantage is our people, which is why
www.americanexpress.com/iobs
diversified financial services opportunities,
around the comer 
& around the world EOE
UHBELIEVÄBLE, BUT TRUE.
FDIC Insured
Washington Mutual, we give our customers t
that doesn’t pile on fees every month. Plus, free standard 
and free account access at over 2,000 of our ATMs nationwide.
for. (Sorry we can’t help you out with the toon
Washington Mutual
MORE HOMAN INTEREST”
Adanta/Buckhead - 3330 Piedmont Rd.
Adanra/Midtown - 595 Piedmont Ave.
1.800.788.7000




At a time when people need to 
depend on each other most, there 
are very few places we ("we" 
meaning young and black) can go 
to be with one another for some­
thing other than grinding in the 
club or the exchange of numbers.
In this time, however, emerged 
a place made just for u;, a place for 
us to use our minds and to be 
exposed to the talent of other 
young blacks (not to mention hav­
ing a really good time).
FunkJazz Kafe is a melting pot 
for all forms of -expression; art, 
song, words, food, fashion, and- 
music represented only by the 
best.
FunkJazz is a festival that 
encourages and promotes self- 
expression, in any form. Unknown 
artists, poets, songwriters and 
singers, come from all over the 
country to be viewed and heard by 
what seems to be an underground 
following.
Although FunkJazz is not main­
stream and publicly recognized, it 
has an increasing amount of fans.
"The thing I liked the most," says 
senior Jamila Thomas, who 
attended FunkJAzz Kafe in the 
Fall of 2000,"was that it was one 
atmosphere and it embraced diver­
sity."
This underground phenomenon 
was created in 1994 by Savannah 
native, Jason Orr.
FunkJazz was created first, to 
allow Orr and a few friends to 
express themselves freely and cre­
atively. As word got out, FunkJazz 
grew and drew not only more 
artists, but introduced young black 
America to this spirited creation. 
Artists such as Doug E. Fresh, 
Erykah Badu, Goodie Mob,and 
Jamie Foxx, just to name a few, 
have been attendees and guests at 
FunkJazz.
What started and was limited to 
Atlanta, eventually ventured off to 
places like Washington D.C. and 
Philadelphia. FunkJazz has pre­
miered at the Tabernacle, King 
Plow Arts Center, Kaya Club & 
Bistro and the Atlanta Stage 
works.
In addition to the exposure of 
knew art and creativity, FunkJazz 
also has been active in aiding poor 
communities and charities by 
reducing ticket prices for food and 
clothing donations.
The main theme of the event 
is centered on afro-centricity, 
with afro-centric art and music. 
Vendors from the area come to 
display their clothing, jewelry 
and personal creations in fash­
ion (much resembling market 
Friday).
The focus is on black art and 
black creativity, giving the atten­
dees a feeling of belonging.
"It was a new experience," 
Thomas said, "It catered to a 
diverse group of individuals."
There are food vendors as well 
as live models that hold poses for 
the entire evening, changing posi­
tions when you’re not looking. 
Attendees can view fashion 
shows,get henna tattoos. Different 
types of music and poetry echo 
from every end of the venue, 




The five-hour evening wraps up 
with a live performance on the 
main stage by the guest entertainer 
of the night. The scattered audi­
ence comes together for a mini 
concert to finalize the spirit of art 
and expression.
FunkJazz Kafe is a place to get 
away from what is normal and to 
be introduced to what is new, un­
familiar and fun. It is a place to 
express yourself while giving back 
to the community. It is a place to 
reflect and to enjoy being who you 
are and what you are able to 
accomplish.
Just A little Friendly 
Competition Thinking About Law School?
Takkara Brunson
Contributing Writer
While our four years of college 
are supposed to be some of the 
best years of our lives, recent 
studies have shown that it has 
become increasingly stressful. 
Classes, jobs, relationships, finan­
cial burdens, and time manage­
ment can grow to be overwhelm­
ing during a semester.
Each school year begins with 
new classes and opportunities. 
Freshmen settle into life in a com­
pletely new setting, sophomores 
adjust to harder course loads, 
while juniors and seniors prepare 
for exams and interviews that will 
bring them closer to graduate 
school and the workforce.
As the year progresses, tests, 
term papers and reading assign­
ments become more frequent, 
increasing the pressure that is 
placed on students.
Tensions build even more dur­
ing midterms and finals.
"Everyone is in the same boat 
feeling the same pressures. They 
tend to take it out on those closest 
to them," says junior Tina Moore.
Part of students’ stress may be 
the result of peer competition.
A report by Wadsworth and 
Thomas Learning explained, "Our 
society is individualistically ori­
entated, rewarding those who 
excel beyond their peers. From 
the ‘paper chase’ to the Dean’s 
list, competition permeates our 
entire academic fabric."
Sophomore Avrielle White
says, "I think Spelman is overly 
competitive. It’s unnecessary, but 
understandable since it’s a com­
petitive school. Everybody strives 
to be the best."
Are Spelman women too hard 
on themselves and each other? The 
majority of Spelman students are 
competitive, and while many 
agree that some competition is 
healthy, psychologists believe too 
much competition can be destruc­
tive.
Students have noticed the lack 
of support that peer competition 
has created among each other.
Sophomore Lauren Curtis says, 
"Some of the girls here are like 
crabs in a barrel. They don’t want 
to see you succeed. As soon as 
someone tries to get out, some­
body always pulls them down."
Extreme competition is often 
evident outside of the classroom, 
reflected in relationships formed 
between students. Some students 
have suggested that Spelman 
needs to create a more supportive 
environment, one that accepts 
varying interests among students.
"[Spelman women] don’t give 
each other very much room for 
error, not enough reflection. I 
don’t think sisters make friend­
ships across barriers or [are] very 
class specific, says Professor Jody 
Merriday.
Sophomore Moya Bailey adds, 
"I think as black women we feel 
the need to succeed according to 
this white supremicist, heterosex­
ist, capitalist, patriarchal society’s
Meet with the admissions deans from these law schools to learn 
more about legal education and the admission process.
University of California, Berkeley-Boalt Hall 
The University of Chicago Law School 
Duke University School of Law








Be sure to bringy our questions!
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Life lessons and laughs at the Barber Shop
Ariel Davis
Arts & Living Reporter
If you are looking for more than 
just a cut, your neighborhood bar­
bershop can fill you in on all the 
information of the day.
Producers Robert Teitel and 
George Tillman, Jr. stressed in that 
it is in the Barbershop that a cus­
tomer can come in to get a haircut 
and walk out knowing a little more 
about anything from politics to 
sports to a blow-by-blow retelling 
of somebody else’s business.
In many African-American 
communities, it is often the bar­
bershop or the hair salon where a 
person not only leaves looking 
fresh but walks away feeling ener­
gized and informed about the real­
ities of life. Such is the experience 
an anonymous male source 
shares,
"The barbershop is where peo­
ple go to get their dose of Black 
culture for the week. Basically, it’s 
the place where you let your mind 
go free."
This is the exact depiction we 
see in the movie Barbershop, 
which was released on Friday, 
Sept. 13. In the film, friends and 
family associated with the 
Barbershop's legacy turn to its 
comfort as a home away from 
home.
Two important themes movie 
patrons sensed and appreciated 
included commonality and com­
munity.
Key characters like Calvin (Ice 
Cube), Terri (Eve), Jimmy (Sean 
Patrick Thomas), Ricky (Michael 
Ealy), J.D. (Anthony Anderson),
Afrobooks opens in the West End providing an 
affordable alternative to buying books.
Sandrea-Lee Swaby
Copy Editor/ Writer
Customers at the new Afrobooks 
bookstore in the West End Mall 
exclaim in delight as they peruse 
the aisles. But it’s not because all 
their favorite books are on the 
shelf; it’s because their favorite 
books are all under $5.
"I like to see a lot of African- 
American books. I usually don’t 
read that much but when I see 
them for $5,1 say, why not?" says 
Taronda Hawkins, 19.
Afrobooks, located in the West 
End Mall, opened its doors in July
Dinka (Leonard Earl Howze) and 
Isaac (Troy Garity) bring about the 
surreal tangibility of these and 
many other themes through ordi­
nary modes of interaction. An 
example of this is the altercation 
rap star Eve’s character gets into 
with Save the Last Dance’s Sean 
Patrick Thomas over drinking her 
apple juice. Eve showcases her tal­
ents as the barbershop's only 
female.
Director Tim Story tries to pin­
point the real attributes one sees in 
their local barbershop like the lone 
female among a workforce of 
male stylists.
Eve recognizes her position as 
the shop’s only female and fear­
lessly asserts her opinion when 
necessary.
Aside from her role in the film, 
Philly native Eve points out in an 
outside interview that not once did 
she feel uncomfortable playing her 
role in the film, mainly because 
she represents rap’s Ruff-Ryders 
clique as their only female mem­
ber.
Furthermore, in keeping with 
the themes presented in the 
Barbershop, viewers see a sense 
of strong women leaders in the 
communities of the twenty-first 
century.
What many movie theater audi­
ences appreciated most was the 
hilarity of comedian Cedric the 
Entertainer.
Looking like a cross between 
Fredrick Douglass and a young 
Gary Coleman, Cedric played the 
role of Eddie who served as an 
integral part of the film’s humor 
and success.
"...a little of haircut could
of this year and has heard nothing 
but praise from the community.
"They say, they’re glad that 
we’re here. That’s a very positive 
response," says Susie Ford, Sales 
and Marketing Manager of 
Afrobooks.
The store carries a wide selec­
tion of books; including fiction 
,nonfiction, biographies, autobi­
ographies, self-help, history and 
popular series from Eric Jerome 
Dickey, Zane and Omar Tyree.
With the exception of new releas­
es, most books in Afrobooks range 
from $4.99-$ 10. New releases,
CEDRIC THE ENTERTAINER, ICE CUBE, SEAN PATRICK THOMAS and CARL WRIGHT, (left to right) in Metro- 
Goldwyn-Mayer Pictures’ ensemble comedy BARBERSHOP.
' Photo bv: Tracv Bennett
change how a man was feeling 
that day,” says Cedric’s character, 
Eddie. Cedric enlightened both 
young and old audiences with 
lines of wisdom as well as 
expressing largely controversial 
opinions on community figures 
such as Reverend Jesse Jackson, 
Martin Luther King, Jr., Rosa 
Parks, O.J. Simpson, and Rodney 
King.
But who can say that the points 
Cedric makes about these figures 
are not valid?
depending on the list price, can 
range from $25.95-$39.95 with a 
20% store discount.
"Our main thrust is books by and 
about people of African descent. 
We made [the books] affordable so 
that more people can read and 
become introduced to the large 
volume of African-American writ­
ers," says Ford.
The West End Mall location is 
Afrobooks’ newest. The company 
originated in Worcester, Mass, and 
now operates a store in Memphis, 
Tenn. at the Southland Mall. Ford 
says the West End Area was a very
As Spelman College Sophomore 
Major Revae Burton explains, 
"...[the barbershop] portrays a 
place not only where you get your 
hair cut but a place where stories 
are told and lessons are learned," 
[These are the] honest thoughts of 
working people.
Cedric’s main role captured the 
essence of the film’s plot as he 
helps Calvin (Ice Cube) realize 
how important one person can be 
to other people after something 
happens to highlight that fact.
1. /How Ho Be: Contemporary /Etiquette Jor African- 
Americans-By Harriette Co Ce
2. /Hair Story: HntangCing tde Boots of BCacd /Hair 
in America-By Lori £. Hdarps anti Ay ana T). Bird
3. Juneteentd-By EaCpd Edison
4. Hde /Debt and Hire Becdoning-By EandaCL 
Bobinson
5. Hde /Maintenance ZMan-By /MicdaeCBaisden
attractive location, both because of
the history of the area and its prox­
imity to the AUC. When the mall 
manager informed them that there 
was no African-American book­
store in the area, they quickly 
moved to open one.
Afrobooks at the West End Mall 
hopes to expand next year to 
include a reading room and a for­
mal meeting room. The store also 
hopes to host book signings of
Calvin, the barbershop’s owner, 
gets caught up in selling his 
father’s barbershop to a local loan 
shark in hopes of shedding debt.
But he quickly realizes that he 
has sold his father’s legacy and 
that his decision affects not only 
himself but also the lives of many 
others linked to the barbershop.
Throughout the film, Calvin 
struggles to regain the shop as the 
other characters struggle with 
challenges of their own.
popular African-American
authors. Previously, the chain has 
held signings for Connie Brisco, 
Eric Jerome Dickey, E. Lynn 
Harris and, Spelman alumna, 
Pearle Cleage.
For more information please 
call Afrobooks at (404) 755-0095 
or visit the store at the West End 
Mall at 871 Ralph David 
Abernathy Boulevard.
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Spelman Students 
Want to Know...
Making^Çents out of Spelman’s
Ahli Wilson 
Contributing Reporter
Two questions that are frequently asked at Spelman 
are: "Why does it cost so much?" and "Where does the 
money go?" It may be surprising, but tuition and student 
fees only cover a percentage of the costs of operating 
the college.
Along with the student fees and tuition paid by 
Spelman students, the college has many other 
sources of income. Sixteen percent of the college’s 
revenue is gained from Federal and local grants.
Six percent from private gifts, and seventeen per­
cent from the endowment. Seventeen percent of 
the revenue is derived from other assistance 
and forty two percent of the revenue comes 
B from the tuition and fees of Spelman stu­
dents. The remaining two percent comes 
from other sources.
The total expense of operating Spelman is 
$58,577,993. The revenue generated by the 
college is used on much expenditure. Those 
expenses include instruction, research, faculty 
development, and academic support. Student servic­
es cost the college $4,711,282. Scholarships cost 
$4,688,080. The total for instruction and related 
expenses is $9,777,105. Operations and maintenance 
along with mandatory transfers are other expenses that 
tuition and fees help cover.
There is no way to decipher how much of the tuition is 
going toward a certain expense because tuition and 
fees are received by the college simply as another 
source of income. Now that you know where your 
contribution to Spelman’s income goes, is tuition 
"makina cents"?• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••••••••••••••••
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According to these charts and graphs from 
the Office of Institutional Advancement, the 
annual operating budget for Spelman College 
is around 58 million dollars per year.
This includes a variety of expenses, from 
general maintenance of buildings to telephone 
bills. Tution pays for 42 percent of these 
meaning that familiar saying, “I’m paying your 
salary, may not necessarily be true.
4 TO




E. Joyce I yamu
A wise poet and playwright 
(Shakespeare) once said, "We 
know what we are, but we know 
not what we may be." As students 
forge through the 2002-2003 
school year, many, especially jun­
iors and seniors, find themselves 
wondering what lies ahead, 
beyond the hallowed gates of 
Spelman.
A senior survey, comprised of 
about half of the Class of 2002, 
showed that 31 percent of the class 
applied to graduate school, 13 per­
cent of the class applied to profes­
sional schools, and 25 percent 
received job offers, while 31 per­
cent of the class were either unde­
cided or had not received a job 
offer at the time the survey was 
conducted.
Though many students believe 
they are prepared for their futures 
by the time they graduate, Dennis 
Lindsay, a career counselor at the 
Office of Career Planning and 
Development says, "Some stu­
dents are just drifting."
Senior Economics major Joy 
McLeod is uncertain but hopeful 
about her future.
"I honestly don’t know what I 
am going to do...but my main 
goal is to find something challeng­
ing, fulfilling, and that makes a 
difference in someone's life."
Junior,Chemistry/Women's 
Studies major Flojaune Griffin, 
says, "I know I want to do some­
thing in the sciences and with peo­
ple, but it scares me that people 
are talking about graduation and 
GRE Prep because I am still try­
ing to figure out what I want to do 
while I’m here, not to [mention] 
when I leave. I want to enjoy 
where I am instead of always plan­
ning for the future."
Lindsay says, "Preparing for 
graduate school and corporate 
America can be a job within itself, 
but to truly be prepared, students 
must develop a strategy, fine tune 
it. and execute it before they grad­
uate."
Lindsay recommended three 
major steps juniors and seniors 
could take to help them prepare for 
their future.
To prepare for life after Spelman, 
students should
1) Figure out what they 
are really good at and decide what 
they want to do.
2) Research what they 
think they might want to do. 
Research includes searching on 
the Internet for more information, 
reviewing trade publications, and 
engaging in professional inter­
views (interviews with companies 
to find out more about them/not 
for employment).
3) Students should apply 
themselves by either finding or 
creating opportunities that will 
give them first hand experience 
about the profession or program 
they are interested in. For exam­
ple, students can take advantage of 
summer jobs, internships, and 
part-time jobs during the year to 
evaluate the knowledge, skills, 
and ability students have and need 
for a particular job.
Many juniors and seniors are 
interested in either going to gradu- 
ate/professional schools or in find­
ing employment.
Lindsay says that it is not enough 
for students to rely on themselves 
to prepare for their futures.
In addition to taking the afore­
mentioned steps, students must be 
proactive in seeking advice and 
guidance from different resources, 
on-campus and of;, such as the 
Office of Career planning, the 
Spelman faculty and staff, family, 
friends, and associates who are 
familiar with the career or aca­
demic program students are inter­
ested in.
The Office of Career Planning 
offers a myriad of opportunities 
for all students, including a 
Professional Development Series 
and the hosting of companies that 
recruit at Spelman every month.
No matter what students want 
to do after they graduate, the 
Office of Career Planning sug­
gests that students always contem­




I* Black Executive Exchange Program (BEEP)-Students interact with senior 
■level African-American women from various companies throughout the 
| United States.
Interview Readiness Series-An interview preparation series designed to • 
'prepare students for company interviews.
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According to Lindsay, "When 
employers come to Spelman’s 
campus, they expect to find a cer­
tain caliber of students." 
Spelman women are expected to 
have a certain poise, professional 
demeanor, confidence, business 
etiquette, and self-awareness that 
allows them to articulate who they 
are and what they can offer an 
employer.
Graduate School
Juniors and seniors who want to 
attend graduate or professional 
schools are encouraged to begin 
working on their statement of pur­
pose, or personal statement as 
early as possible.
Lindsay also suggests that stu­
dents take standardized tests dur­
ing the spring semester of their 
junior year, or as early as they are 
prepared to take the test. Students 
should also visit schools whenever 
they can in order to narrow down 
their choices and become familiar 
with the deadlines for the schools 
to which they hope to apply.
For test prep information, refer 
to www.kaplan.com, www.prince- 
tonreview.com, and www.testmas- 
ters.com.
Students should see Dr. Marilyn 
Davis in the Political Science for 
on campus pre-law advising and 
should contact Dr. Barbara Bell,
J‘Health Careersadvisor, for on- 
.. jcampus pre-med
advising.
Students who are interested in 
professional development oppor­
tunities, should visit the Office of 
Career Planning, located outside 
the gates in the AUC Executive 
Offices Building.
As Shakespeare implied, the 
possibilities of the future,'the pos­
sibilities of life, are endless. 
Lindsay adds that preparing for a 
successful future "is an active 
process. It is up to the student to 
seek out opportunities...it is 
Spelman’s, and the Office of 
Career Planning’s goal, to help 
students create those opportuni­
ties.”




They’re back! Many seniors 
have returned to Spelman after 
spending semesters abroad enrich­
ing their educational experience.
Spelman, like many colleges 
across the world, gives its students 
the opportunity to study abroad in 
the country of their choice.
Studying abroad gives students 
a more worldly perspective and 
can also improve language skills.
So what was the foreign expe­
rience really like for the Spelman 
woman?
Karla Renee Williams, who went 
to Manchester, England for one 
semester, said, "The only person 
who notices you’re an African-
American woman is you. To the 
[English], you are an American".
Angela Williams, a Sociology 
and Anthropology major who 
went to Tokyo, Japan for one 
semester and Milan, Italy for her 
second semester said, "As an 
American, your almost gender­
less."
Williams felt that she could 
adjust a bit more easily than her 
white counterparts because she 
was African-American. Williams 
said that she, along with other 
black students, were used to being 
the minority,
"The professors assumed a lot 
about American women," 
Williams said. She found that 
Americans that live in other coun­
tries have many preconceptions.
Williams said that it was 
assumed that American women 
were a lot bolder.
In both Japan and Italy, she found 
that the women held different val­
ues than those of American 
women. The women went to work 
to find a husband.
So how are black women treated 
abroad by men?
In London, K. Williams found 
that black women weren’t "en 
vogue", and that English men 
were not interested in black 
women.
"You don’t date at all!" Karla 
said.
A. Williams felt differently.
"I found myself really missing
black culture.... especially black 
men." said A. Williams.
She recalls that in Italy the men 
were "on everything with a pulse,” 
especially black women.
"They were always touching, par­
ticularly the face. They were fasci­
nated by the skin color." A. 
Williams said.
While this could appear to be a 
plus, both ladies remained focused 
on their academic experience.
In Italy, Angela found ,what she 
feels were the most supportive 
professors outside of Spelman. 
The professors took the time to 
ensure that the students really 
learned the information.
Karla enjoyed the rigorous aca­
demics that she experienced while 
abroad. She also enjoyed traveling 
to nearby countries.
"I was in another country every 
weekend." Karla said.
Senior Teadra Pugh, who went to 
Ghana for a semester and 
Australia for the other, said that 
she missed the organization of 
America.
"I went abroad because I was fed 
up with the unorganized, imper­
sonal administration at Spelman... 
but now I really appreciate it.”
K. Williams said that she 
enjoyed the everyday things, 
like having a drink of coffee 
with friends without worrying 
about a bombing.
She also enjoyed the relatively 
cheap prices in the states.
"Everything is expensive in 
England,” Karla said.
Angela says that she appreci­
ates the black culture here in 
America.
"I just appreciate it.. .the way I 
have grown up and the freedom 
we have.”
So, they had fun, but would 
they have stayed longer? K. 
Williams said that she would 
have stayed longer in Europe 
but England had too much rain 
and made everyday depressing.
"I don’t know about Tokyo... 
chivalry is not a part of their 
culture and in Italy the women 
are ‘mad catty’,” A. Williams 
said.
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The Food and Drug 
Administration has approved 
Botox, or botulinum toxin, for the 
treatment of frown lines this year.
The designated use of Botox, 
according to the FDA, has been to 
treat patients with complex neuro­
muscular disorders that cause 
muscles to be hyperactive or spas­
tic.
Botox ,is a purified protein pro­
duced by Clostridium botulinum 
bacteria, which is a neurotoxin 
that is poisonous to the nervous 
system. However, Botox is now 
widely used for cosmetic surgery 
to diminish the appearance of 
frown lines, laugh lines, and wrin­
kles.
Botox was introduced in the 
1970s to treat a "lazy eye". In the 
1980s it was used for correcting 
other face, eye, and limb diseases 
like tremors and spasms.
During the late 1980s, a patient 
who received the procedure for 
eye spasms experienced the 
diminished frown lines.
By the early 1990s, Botox’s cos­
metic usefulness had been 
researched and published.
Although it has not been FDA 
approved for widespread cosmet­
ic use, Botox has become one of 
the most popular procedures in 
cosmetic surgery.
Botox is injected, in small doses, 
directly into the muscles. The 
only pain experienced is that of 
the actual injection. According to 
an associate professor and direc­
tor of facial plastic surgery at the 
St. Louis School of Medicine,the 
injection relaxes the muscles that 
create wrinkles. These muscles, 
usually hyper-function, causing 
the appearance of wrinkles.
Because the amount of Botox 
injections is so small, the results 
aren’t permanent and an injection 
is necessary every three months 
for maintenance. Any undesired 
effect in a particular area is irre­
versible and will persist for three 
months.
One out of 10 patients experi­
ence side effects. These side 
effects include bruising, double 
vision, drooping eyelids, dry eyes, 
shifting eye movements, light 
sensitivity, skin rash, and trouble 
closing eyelids all the way.
According to www.health.com, 
there is widespread agreement 
that complications from the pro­
cedure are. rare and that recipients 
are generally pleased with results. 
Botox should be administered by 
a physician who has particular 
expertise in its use for facial wrin­
kles. Those persons interested in 
using Botox to diminish facial 
wrinkles should expect to pay 
approximately $400 per session.
The STD, HPV. An old
Teresa Yvonne Smith 
Health Reporter
If you have ever had an 
examination at Health 
Services, then you should be 
familiar with the routine. You 
are asked a series of embar­
rassing questions about your 
sexual activity such as, "When 
was your last period and Do 
you use contraceptives?" Even 
if you’re there for a cough.
They ask for good reason. 
The Spelman community is not 
invincible to STD’s and, as a 
matter of fact, there is a sup­
posedly “new" STD on the 
block called HPV that has 
knocked on a few of our sis­
ters’ door.
There are 100 types of HPV, 
or human papillomavirus, and 
as the American College 
Health Association reports, 
one-third cause genital warts, 
which lead to itching and irri­
tation. Some warts take on a 
cauliflower-like appearance, 
while others may be small, 
hard spots that surface on the 
vagina or penis. Even more, 
some warts do not take on an
HH and Manley Participate in a year long 




Everybody dreads it and most 
people have concerns about 
whether it will every go away. In 
our current society, many Black 
women are conflicted about their 
body image.
The degrading images on videos 
and the photos of emaciated mod­
els in magazines have many of us 
trying to tread a thin line between 
being voluptuous and being over­
weight. For the first time at 
Spelman there is a program being 
implemented by Mrs. Dorothy 
Triplett that can help Spelman 
women deal with not only the fif­
teen pounds added to our waist 
line but also our health as a hole, 
physically and spiritually.
outwardly form at all, rather 
they harvest on a women’s 
cervix. It is this form of HPV 
that may cause cervical cancer.
Have you ever heard of HPV? 
Every current Spelman student 
from the freshwomen to the 
graduating seniors should 
remember that First Year 
Orientation forum where Dr. 
Brenda Dalton, Director of 
Health Services, gave an STD 
presentation, along with the 
infamous slide show. Ranita 
Fortenberry (’03) said "I have 
heard about it, but I really 
don’t know what it is,"
HPV is not a new buzz on our 
campus; we have all been 
informed about its symptoms 
and prevention, along with 
several other STD’s.
The safest way to prevent any 
STD is through abstinence. 
But administrators are realis­
tic about the sexual practices 
of college women.
HPV is caused by genital, 
oral, and anal sexual contact. 
The American College Health 
Association suggests the use 
of latex condoms with a sper­
micide containing nonoxynol- 
9. They also suggest familiari-
The Spelman College 
Health and Wellness Initiative, 
funded by the Office on Women’s 
Health and Department of Health 
and Human Services out of 
Washington, D.C., has implement­
ed a comparative study about 
health, wellness and spirituality at 
Spelman College.
The premise behind this program 
is based on the fact that Black 
women are significantly more 
overweight than other cultural 
groups. Twenty five freshman, 
scientifically pre-selected even 
before entering into Spelman, 
were chosen to participate in this 
wellness program. A group of stu­
dents that live in Abby Hall will 
have access to a state of the art fit­
ness facility with exercise equip­
ment, nutritionists, fitness trainers,
song with a
ty with your partner, so that 
communication is kept open 
and honest. Dr. Dalton adds, 
"Examine the penis" before­
hand, if you see a bump, or any 
other irritation, refrain from 
sexual intercourse.
There has been a recent stir 
about the " increasing" popula­
tion of students, at Spelman 
and throughout the AUC, who 
have been diagnosed with 
HPV.
Dr. Dalton says, "I dis­
agree...there is absolutely no 
epidemic, or outbreak, of HPV, 
or any other STD for that mat­
ter, at Spelman."
She explained, "We are a 
microcosm of society," there­
fore, a small proportion of the 
diseases that exist in our 
nation will manifest here at 
Spelman. There is no need to 
worry about an outbreak, but 
stay informed and aware that it 
does exist.”
It is important for Spelman 
students to visit the Health 
Services Office, or their own 
gynecologist, to receive annu­
al Pap smears. Through Pap 
smear testing, cervical warts 
can be detected; it also detects
sister chats and ti chi all at no cost 
to them. A control group in 
Howard Harreld Hall will have 
state of the art fitness equipment 
but no nutritionist, fitness trainer 
or sister chats. All participants
Photo I Claire Stewart '06
Freshman student work outs in gym equipment in Howard Harreld.
new verse
several other diseases that 
affect a women’s reproductive 
system.
There is an abundant amount 
of information regarding HPV, 
and other STD’s, in the Health 
Services Office. Dr. Dalton 
also welcomes students to 
have consultations with her 
for more information.
Dr. Dalton would like to 
stress, "Spelman students get 
the best of the best, and yet, 
our own students don’t use, or 
put down, our services." She 
adds that Health Services 
offers several free tests, 
including the Pap smear, 
which is not offered on any 
other AUC campus.
As Spelman students, becom­
ing more informed about per­
sonal health is essential, it is 
even more important to use 
these college years as a venue 
for free and thorough health­
care.
The Health Services Office, 
S.H.A.P.E, and other Public 
Health associations, continue 
to sing the same old song; the 
new verses come in the form 
of advances in healthcare and 
prevention.
receive a stipend for participating 
in the program. Although this pro­
gram is not available to upper 
class students or other freshman, 
there are possibilities of future 
programs that will include other 
students.
This program is only one part of 
the Spelman College Health and 
Wellness Initiative Program 
geared toward improving the 
physical and spiritual wellness of 
Spelman College students. Look 
out for other up-coming programs 
such as the "Women’s Health 
Conference to be held March 27- 
30 2003. The program’s goal is to 
compare how the two groups of 
students come out physically, spir­
itually and academically at the end 
of the program. What better time 
than now to start to incorporate 
health and wellness into our every 
day lives.
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Why No One’s Coming Home for Homecoming (And 
Why they’re Missing Out).
Staff Editorial
Imagine a world populat­
ed by capable and upstand­
ing women. Women who 
have the authority and 
autonomy to delegate and 
decide for themselves 
without the oppression of 
outsiders. Women who 
have total control of a 
world that is theirs alone, 
and answer to no one out­
side of their ranks.
Now imagine these 
women, as able as they 
are, doubting their own 
abilities because there are 
no men around.
This is the sad reality that 
permeates the idea of a 
Spelman homecoming 
without Morehouse.
The women of Spelman’s
newest student organization, 
P.U.L.S.E., have spent tire­
less months planning four 
days of events geared specif­
ically at their Spelman sis­
ters, only to be faced with 
apathy. Many students are 
reluctant to believe that a 
homecoming without our 
pseudo-brother institution 
will be worth the trouble. 
They couldn’t be more 
wrong.
Why should Spelman 
women support our home­
coming? Well, there are a 
number of reasons. First, , 
each and every event, with 
the exception of Saturday’s 
fashion show, is free to 
Spelman students.
Transportation will be pro­
vided for every off-campus 
event. The Coronation
Cabaret is cosmopolitan (as 
opposed to formal), so you 
don’t have to be seen in your 
senior prom dress or drop a 
month’s pay on a new 
ensemble. The point: you 
have no excuse not to attend 
the week’s events.
More importantly, there’s 
the issue of to who you make 
your tuition check out. The 
baby blue t-shirts in your 
closet read "Spelman", not 
"Morehouse". You sing the 
Spelman Hymn every 
Thursday at 11:00, not 
"Grand Old Morehouse." 
You don’t have the network 
or concrete walls in your 
dorm room, but you have an 
ADW requirement to fulfill. 
The point is that, like it or 
not, you are a Spelmanite, 
and your first loyalty should
belong to your institution. 
You are free and fully wel­
come to attend Morehouse’s 
homecoming events (and 
they are invited to ours as 
well, by the way), but it’s 
guaranteed that not a single 
Man of Morehouse will be 
willing to miss his home­
coming and attend ours. 
Think about that. Whether 
we care or not, the rest of the 
institutions in the AUC are 
watching us and developing 
their own opinions. Many 
students that don’t attend 
Morehouse immediately 
write us off as nothing more 
than Morehouse’s cheerlead­
ers, and sadly, many 
Morehouse men agree with 
that stigma. Not attending 
our homecoming makes that 
seem all the more true.
If these reasons aren’t 
enough to make Spelman 
women rethink the deci­
sion to bypass our home­
coming, there’s one more 
thing to remember. 
Homecoming, not unlike 
any other event hosted by 
Spelman or any other AUC 
school, is an opportunity to 
celebrate a heritage that is 
unique to historically 
black colleges. We may 
not have a football team to 
cheer to victory, but we do 
have four days to celebrate 
a sisterhood that is unique 
to Spelman and create 
memories that will last 
well beyond Sunday’s 
worship service. And, hon­
estly, that is, in essence, 





Recently, I did something 
that I never thought I would 
do—I rethought my decision to 
come to Spelman College.
Through adolescence I 
dreamed of being a Spelman 
woman. I dreamed of being of 
her essence—dynamic, intelli­
gent, independent and success­
ful. In high school when my 
classmates stressed about 
which colleges were best to 
apply I was relaxed and confi­
dent because my mind was 
made up. After my high school 
graduation I was going to walk 
right through those gates and 
except my future—as the pure 
essence of a black woman.
Two years later I found 
myself somewhere in the mid­
dle of my time here at Spelman 
and somewhat confused as to 
my next move. I knew that the
issue was serious when I found 
myself perusing the transfer 
student criteria on the websites 
of colleges that were closer to 
home and further from here. 
To address this issue first hand 
I decided to take a minute to 
sit down and have an honest 
heart to heart discussion with 
myself. Why was I suddenly so 
unhappy with what was once 
my pride and joy? What had 
my Spelman done to let me 
down so much? How had 
things between us gotten so 
bad?
After having this conversa­
tion with myself, what I found 
was surprising. Spelman had 
let me down. It had failed to 
give me what I was looking 
for. Well, actually I should say 
that Spelman failed to give me 
what I thought it should. I 
wanted Spelman to give me 
friends that were like sisters
whom I could depend on no 
matter what—friends that 
would be there. When I woke 
up and realized that those 
around me didn’t fit the defini­
tion of a friend I blamed it on 
Spelman. Spelman took the 
blame for the times when I 
needed support or someone to 
listen and no one showed.
Historically, sisterhood is the 
foundation of
Spelman, so I 
enrolled expect­
ing everyone’s 
conduct to be 
sisterly. I wasn’t 
prepared for
betrayal or
phoniness. I wasn’t prepared 
for friends to come and go. I 
assumed that if I were nice to 
Spelman, Spelman would be 
nice to me. Once I noticed that 
my relationship with Spelman 
had begun to fail I knew that it 
was time to make a choice.
I chose to stay with Spelman.
“Friends will come and go 
and that’s okay. If they’re 
meant to stay they’ll be 
there, and if not, that’s 
okay.”
My relationship with Spelman 
is something that I’ve put 
entirely too much into to just 
walk away from with nothing. 
The very frustrations that I 
held against Spelman were 
exactly the lessons that I need­
ed to learn in order to keep me 
here.
Your time spent at Spelman is 









cial. I learned to let go of what 
wasn’t working and embrace 
the things that were.
Friends will come and go and 
that’s okay. If they’re meant tO: 
stay they’ll be there, and if 
not, that’s okay. If you’re 
changing each day you can’t 
expect your life to stay exactly
how it was when you first got 
here. Someone wise once told 
me that "in life, with every 
door that closes another shall 
open."
A lot of doors have closed 
behind me since I’ve been with 
Spelman. But, now I’m open­
ing doors that I never knew 
existed and I have no reason to 
look back. Every day at 
Spelman won’t be clear skies 
with sunshine—you’re going 
to have to endure showers and 
the occasional thunderstorm.
Sisterhood at Spelman does 
exist, but it’s what you make 
of it. Spelman provides you 
with a place to grow the seeds 
that you plant. If the seed that 
you planted is bad, or you for­
get to water the plant, a 
healthy and beautiful flower 
will not grow. But once you 
find that your garden disap­
points you, you will become a 
much better gardener the next 
time around.
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THE STRIP
Teresa Leggard ‘05
The United States Needs to Proceed with Caution
Rashida Rawls 
Contributing Writer
A verbatim of destruction 
shrieks from all around us. 
Blasting from television sets and 
radio waves, entering eardrums 
through the atmosphere, its sim­
plistic language of "evil" and "ter­
ror" are enough to shock brain 
waves and increase the pulsating 
blood within our green veins. The 
pressure of domestic politics 
thrusts the government into action 
when faced with bloodshed on its 
own territory.
Families and friends who lost 
their loved ones in towers of blaz­
ing fire; normal citizens coming to 
grips with newfound insecurities 
based upon the, fact that we are no 
longer safe in this land of the red, 
white, and blue. Americans want 
vengeance and would like to be 
vindicated for the atrocities com­
mitted on the same soil upon 
which Americans have lived and 
died. These are the cries from 
America’s own and it is the 
responsibility of the government 









I. WHY DOES EYERYONE HAVE ON SO MUCH TAN? 
ISN’T THAT COLOR A LITTLE OVER DONE?
-’B
Inquisitive Eleven
6. ISN’T “HUMP” SO 10 YEARS AGO... (CLEARLY)
2. CAN’T YOU JUST BE HAPPY FOR US OR 
ALWAYS HAVE TO BE THE CENTER OF ATTENTION?
REALLY
■g
3. ISN’T IT FUNNY HOW EVERYBODY TALKS ABOUT HOW 
“REFRESHING” THE NEW ADMINISTRATION IS?
4. AREN’T THE NEW PUBLIC SAFETY PEOPLE SUCH A 
“REFRESHING” CHANGE?
5. SO SINCE WE’RE TALKING ABOUT MONEY ANYWAY, HOW 
MUCH DO YOU THINK THEY PAY THE MAN TO RIDE UP AND 
DOWN THE STREET IN THE BUGGY?
7. WHY IS THERE A SPELMAN ROOM IN WOODY IF WE 
CAN’T USE IT?
8. ISN’T IN GREAT THAT WE’VE BEEN HERE 5 WEEKS AND 
NOBODY HAS GOTTEN SHOT?...YET?
9. ...AND THEN IT RAINED, FOR 40 DAYS AND 40 NIGHTS 
IT RAINED...
10. HOW ARE THERE NO AVAILABLE PARKING SPACES 
WHEN THE FOURTH LEVEL IS EMPTY EVERYDAY? AND 
WHAT ABOUT
with which America has to rely 
upon is enough to incite Ms. Cleo 
from her late night psychic 
infomercials to consider the possi­
bility of the end of the world hap­
pening a bit earlier than expected. 
The images are deceptive. Blame 
it on the media, but even our most 
popular media conglomerate 
superpowers who have worldwide 
domination from households to 
government offices can not even 
bear to stray from this call for war.
Every night, brown skinned men 
draped in fabric, turbans covering 
their heads are shown crossing 
desolate desert like terrain with 
few weapons in their hands. The 
same brown skinned women are 
shown covered from head to toe, 
scurrying from here to there, 
masking the apparent reality of 
oppression.
It makes no difference whether 
these are Afghanistan men or 
those that inhabit Iraq. These are 
the kind of people America would 
like us to fear. These are the group 
of humans categorized as "evil" 
and "terrorists". These are the 
images ingrained in our minds.
It goes without saying that war 
should be avoided. Violence pays,
and one need only to peruse the 
pages of history to justify this 
claim. If a war against Iraq is 
completed and "successfully" 
done, meaning Saddam Hussein 
would be out of power and a new 
regime would be put in its place, 
the logical next step is to consider, 
what will become of Iraq?
The idea that the United States 
has the right to change the regime 
within a foreign nation is unques­
tionably wrong, but has been a 
strategic tool of its foreign policy 
since its conception. The incom­
parable economic might of 
America allows it to manipulate ' 
those countries that do not rival its 
power. Thus, in light of America’s 
will that is propelled by the few 
white constituency who control 
her movements, a regime change 
will definitely reap grave conse­
quences.
Will America be assured that the 
new regime that they support and 
replace in Iraq will be sufficient 
and not be overturned by its own 
people? Can America be afforded 
the responsibility of becoming 
Iraq’s babysitter? Doesn’t 
America have enough unfinished 
problems within its domestic bor-
ders with which it should be con­
cerned? How might America deal 
with the marginalized Iraqis who 
will flock to join anti-regime 
change groups? These legitimate 
questions remain pushed aside by 
President Bush’s urgent call for
, war.
America should not allow one 
man’s primal and instinctive need 
to overexert his physical and polit­
ical power in pursuit of his and his 
daddy’s own interests. Too much 
is at stake. One only needs to 
recall the events of September 11, 
to realize that this new privatized 
form of war is perhaps significant 
of something that is bigger and 
stronger than we ever imagined, 
afforded the responsibility of 
becoming Iraq’s babysitter?
Doesn’t America have enough 
unfinished problems within its 
domestic borders with which it 
should be concerned? How might 
America deal with the marginal­
ized Iraqis who will flock to join 
anti-regime change groups? These 
legitimate questions remain 
pushed aside by President Bush’s 
urgent call for war.
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ical power in pursuit of his and his 
daddy’s own interests. Too much 
is at stake. One only needs to 
recall the events of September 11, 
to realize that this new privatized 
form of war is perhaps significant 
of something that is bigger and 
stronger than we ever imagined, 
afforded the responsibility of 
becoming Iraq’s babysitter?
Doesn’t America have enough 
unfinished problems within its 
domestic borders with which it 
should be concerned? How might 
America deal with the marginal­
ized Iraqis who will flock to join 
anti-regime change groups? These 
legitimate questions remain 
pushed aside by President Bush’s 
urgent call for war.
America should not allow one 
man’s primal and instinctive need 
to overexert his physical and polit­
ical power in pursuit of his and his 
daddy’s own interests. Too much 
is at stake. One only needs to 
recall the events of September 11, 
to realize that this new privatized 
form of war is perhaps significant 
of something that is bigger and 
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As we enter a new year of possi­
bilities for our budding Athletic 
Department, we find ourselves in 
the midst of transition. As 
Spelman’s Athletic Department 
evolves, it is imperative to take 
note of the significant administra­
tive changes that have taken place 
in Read Hall.
This academic year marks LaVon 
Mercer’s first year as interim 
Athletic Director of Spelman 
Athletics. Mercer is no stranger to 
Spelman Athletics, in previous 
years he has served as Assistant 
Athletic Director and Head Coach 
of the Spelman Jaguar basketball 
team.
With his new appointment, 
Mercer faces several challenges 
from last year including, defining 
our NCAA ranking, the possibility 
of creating additional sports pro­
grams, and the amount of depart­
mental support for athletes. Some 
issues have already been 
addressed.
For instance, the Athletic 
Department’s move from 
Provisional NCAA Division Three 
to a NCAA Division Two ranking 
is a major alteration for the pro­
gram.





On Saturday September 21, 2002 
the Spelman College soccer team 
faced Kennesaw State University 
in Kennesaw, Georgia. Kennesaw, 
a championship-level team, posed 
several problems for us.
Their well-oiled team consisted 
of several players recruited from 
places like Nigeria, Kenya, and 
Brazil. Their defense was solid 
and they continuously denied our 
offense the chance to score.As a 
result, our team fell apart.
Defensively we lacked the all- 
important communicative skills 
we. worked all season to develop.
Despite defeat at the hands of 
Kennesaw, it must be noted that 
we are a team of great promise. 
The onset of this academic year 
brought many new faces to the 
soccer field. We are solid team 
and we have several experienced 
players who have brought our 
team to a level of play that reflects 
maturity and competitiveness.
fact that we are more concerned 
with developing the student more 
so than athletics. A lot of Division 
Two schools lose their identity 
because they have to win. 
However, with Division three we 
are still entitled to go to champi­
onships and have fun, but we are 
based on our relationship with our 
students," Mercer maintains. 
Moreover, Mercer’s willingness to 
support the department will prove 
to be a substantial factor in the 
new academic year.
"My hope is that I can be a sup­
port system for this program, 
namely the students," Mercer 
asserts, "We are here for the stu­
dents period; understanding that 
creates an environment where we, 
as a Department, can work cohe­
sively,"he adds.
An additional inquiry has been 
made in regard to the possible 
addition of new sports namely 
softball and swimming. Mercer 
contends that the development of 
new sports is a very tentative sub­
ject.
"Those would have to come 
under Club Sports and there would 
have to be enough demand from 
the students that want to compete 
in these sports and it would give 
me an opportunity to look at it 
objectively," he offered. However, 
he also addressed the reality of
Coach Chris McDermott faces the 
challenge of bringing us to collec­
tively use these talents as a team.
"This group of girls is the best I 
have seen at Spelman, hopefully 
we can reflect that this year by 
turning ourselves into a winning 
team." Coach McDermott says. 
As a whole, we play with a large 
amount of confidence and com­
passion.
Junior, Valerie Lawrence states,
"Having control of the ball and 
running around people is the best 
feeling in the world. Especially 
when everyone on the field knows 
our opponents are getting paid to 
play and we are just out on the 
field because we enjoy playing. It 
makes them look bad."
As a whole, we lacked the 
aggression necessary to defeat a 
team like Kennesaw. In addition, 
we were not in tune with one 
another. Hopefully, we will have 
more cohesion in our next match.
creating new teams within the 
budget allotted the Athletic 
Department.
"We have to be mindful of new 
concerns that arise with the cre­
ation of new sports, such as loca­
tion and equipment. Equipment, 
being a budget issue, is the major 
factor in creating Club Sports," he 
added.
In addition to finding solutions for 
these issues, Mercer is also 
immersed in the various complex­
ities of being interim Athletic 
Director.
"The administrative side has 
become the most involved compo­
nent for me at this time. Although 
I am attending most of the same 
meetings I attended last year, the 
emphasis is now on the people I 
am meeting with, such as the 
Provost, Dr. Tatum and Dr. 
Turner."
Yet, amidst the growing responsi­
bilities and concerns of his new 
position, Mercer believes that the 
greatest reward is his interaction 
with those involved in the Athletic 
Department.
"I’ve increased my family base. I 
am blessed to be working along­
side individuals with whom I 
mesh. It adds a vigor to the 
department and we are, hopefully, 
sharing this attitude with our ath­
letes."
•SOCCER SCHEDULE 
¡September 27, 2002 
¡GA
•October 2nd 2002 •
•University, GA 
¡October 9th, 2002 
•South Carolina, SC 
¡October 16th, 2002 
¡University, GA
• • 111 « 111111111 « I « « « » » « 11 » 1111 « 1111111 s « t s « » 11 « 111111»1 •
•Cross Country Schedule
•October 5, 2002 GA Intercollegiate Championships Decatur, GA 
•October 12,2002 USC-Spartanburg Invitational Spartanburg,
:sc
¡October 19, 2002 Oglethorpe Invitational Atlanta, GA
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• •
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Mercer’s hopes for the future of 
Spelman Athletics include a 
steady development, growing con­
nections with Alumnae, and mak­
ing known the importance of 
Athletics to the development of 
the well-rounded woman. _
"We want to grow steadily as a 
program," he states, "in order to do 
so we must educate our sisters 
about the importance of physical 
activity to the well balanced 
woman."
Mercer also stresses the impor­
tance of commitment.
"If you want to participate in any­
thing in life, make sure there exists 
an element of love.
If you’re going to participate in 
a sport, participate because you 
love that sport and you enjoy it.





most of the women is their lack of 
commitment..
“The concern about grades is 
trivial; if you are an athlete your 
grades should remain high while 
you maintain a high level of play 
because you will have mastered 
time-management.,"he says.
In addition, Mercer’s is also 
interested in creating a connection 
between athletes and alumnae.
"I would like to see us develop­
ing a possible connection with our 
alumnae, especially with regards 
to increasing their support."
Mercer’s optimism and enthusi­
asm will prove are the tools neces­
sary to recreate Spelman Athletics 
and create a program our school 
can be proud of.
Shorter College,
Clayton State
University of
Clayton State
-. •
• •
